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Junwon Jung (b. 1978), the jewellery artist from South Korea, who was awarded the Herbert 

Hofmann Prize in 2019, chose the title of this exhibition of his latest works very consciously. THE 

PLACE OF MY WORK accurately describes the essence of his work, which revolves around 

questioning function, attribution, definition, location, space and content. 

I am experimenting with the possibilities of ornaments as an independent and autonomous object 

through the process of repetition of dismantling and rejoining of the minimal structure and variable 

functionality. (Junwon Jung) 

Junwon Jung examines contingencies and constraints. He plays with deferring one function to 

another, with the changed meanings which arise from each. He dismantles and reconstructs his 

elements that in principle act as jewellery but are equally able to mutate into an object, into a ‘box’, 

into a sculptural corpus; they are both, and much more besides. They imply a complex dialogue in a 

sphere that is yet to be re-calibrated. In doing so, the artist is beholden to an unpretentious 

geometric idiom developed from the subject matter. It is not his intention to overload his statement 

with colour or decoration, rather that it reflects a clear and decisive stance. And so his creations thus 

take their position in a universal, intercultural space, which they occupy and create themselves or 

which can be assigned to them.  

Philosophy and artisanal bravura, artistic reasoning, sculptural sensibility and sensitive perception 

flow into impressively concise forms of rather slight dimensions. The jewellery is at the same time 

faced with metamorphoses that have accrued historically, for it could be a receptacle – of memories, 

of emotions, of found items or ritual material. This has partly become lost in our time. However, 

Junwon Jung is not so much interested in such a back story, although he is indirectly connected to it, 

but rather more in a conceptual transformation of aesthetic considerations that touch on the 

discourse of meaning and function, of space and corpus, of content and form, and that interpret 

them into the most precise objects. He hails from jewellery yet ultimately also works as a sculptor, as 

we know from, for example, Richard Serra or Eduardo Chillida – stringent, reduced, abstract, 

perhaps with an affinity for design.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

And this prompts another question, that of the locus of the artist per se, of the contemporary artist, of 

the contemporary artistic forms of expression and vocabulary, which nevertheless leave the 

traditional terrain and celebrate self-evidently the paradigm shift. In a metaphorical sense, the works 

by Junwon Jung raise crucial topics and theses commensurate to the current debate and find in 

them once again an exciting and stimulating answer. 
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